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40cm off the ground, to enhance ventilation and  

the view while keeping snakes and lizards out. Folding 

wooden shutters control light, air flow and privacy.  

A permanent breeze provides natural ventilation, while 

collected rainwater is used to irrigate the garden. 

By law, the house had to be built at least 60m from 

the water and 10m from the road. It is long and narrow, 

so that all the rooms except the bathrooms face the sea. 

The actual living area occupies 328 sq m (including four 

guest bedrooms), while the pergola expands the surface 

area to 881 sq m. 

Kogan, an erstwhile movie director, always brings 

his cinematic approach to architecture, with houses 

that tend to be horizontal – or as he says, ‘widescreen’. 

In this case, it is ‘very wide’. The pergola also adds 

drama, filtering the sunlight and casting shadows  

in graphic lines that change throughout the day.

Cajfinger showed up in Brazil with an exceptional 

collection of French art and mid-20th-century objects, 

including Charlotte Perriand chairs in wood and  

straw, Isamu Noguchi paper lamps, biomorphic steel 

sculptures by French artist Philippe Hiquily, and  

a Roger Capron dining table covered with ceramic tiles 

in a sea-god theme. Studio MK27 interior architect 

Diana Radomysler says that Cajfinger’s collection drove 

the design, and made her job very easy. Local artisans 

added touches such as headboards and benches crafted 

of solid brauna wood.

The garden is another work of art, designed by 

Isabel Duprat, a disciple of the renowned Brazilian 

landscape architect Roberto Burle Marx. It is lush and 

tropical, with palm trees, pineapple plants, and winding 

sandy paths leading to the ocean. Duprat did not 

remove a single tree – in fact, 100 more were planted, 

and some seem to burst through the pergola roof. The 

garden’s organic curves extend to the swimming pool, 

and contrast with the rigorous geometry of the house. 

The effect reminds Cajfinger of glamorous images from 

the 1950s by photographer Slim Aarons.

The man who made his fortune designing clothing 

now spends his days barefoot and in shorts. He has 

never been happier. ‘It is rare to realise one’s dreams,’ 

Cajfinger says. ‘This is the house of my dreams.’ ∂

studiomk27.com.br

ABOVE, A FLOOR LAMP BY 

ROCK THE KASBAH STANDS 

OVER A ‘JANGADA’ CHAIR AND 

OTTOMAN BY JEAN GILLON

LEFT, A PHILIPPE HIQUILY 

SCULPTURE IN AN OPEN 

CORRIDOR BETWEEN THE 

CONCRETE VOLUMES. TREES 

ARE ALLOWED TO BURST UP 

THROUGH THE RAISED FLOOR 

AND THE PERGOLA ROOF

‘Serge is a sophisticated 

guy. He’s probably more 

perfectionist than we are’

∑154 < VOLTAR
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